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PERSECUTION 


FOR 
CONSCIENCE SAKE, 


| Moſt vain, cruel, and deſtru&iye. to the Pro- 
- moters and Abettors of it; IRE in a Dif 
courſe from Matth.2.16,1; -+8;and humbly'preſent- 

- ed to the Conſideration of all," but aſpetia y to the 
DIIS TERRE NTS, or the Magiſtrates ; from 
Gods Word, for their Information ; beleeching them 


to permit Tefus Chriſt the' Sovereign-Rule' _ v'er the 
Kingdoms of the Conſcience; while he Dey them 
to rule the Bodily State. * 
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'  Novit Deas vnlnerare ad amorem... Sanus in itd IL 
hominis, emendari non vult, erudiri cont _ 
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Matth. 127 16,-:17/ 48. 13 21010 

16. Then Herod ſeeing that he was mocked thewiſe men was avec 
ing wroth, and ſent forth and flew all the male children that were 
it Bethlehem, and in all the coſts thereof, from” two years old and 
under, according to the time whichbe bed diligently - of 
the wiſe men. plq 

17: Thes was tht fulfiled which was ſpoke by the prohe Jeremiah, 
ſaying,” 

18.. : Rama mas x voice heard, mourning aodiwepint] antl great 

bowling; Rachel weeping for: her childrin, and-won{d; uot he; cant 
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His is the firſt Perſecution << IndbNart Blok, commits 
- ted upon Infants, 'in thei Infancy-of-aur Lords Incarne» 
tion, andin the Infancy-of none Fourth —_— ww 
/ narchy;in/ oppoſition to-the Kingdom cign 
JefusChriſt, whoſe Right ir-is, Exak 25.27%: > 21 >: Liv 
Yr 5 119m oy 1 Wearo killed 
for thy ſake; (or as the'' Hebrew, U Fredonan 
thee, Super te 3) all the day long, te ( \Equmdetion, 
on _ morning; yea betvrethedawning ©» 
-of Antichriſty and yet Bleſſed; L553 Ss 3 I 
oſt P 'of On foundation, > Dim 3-19 Rom Song 
ire fain'upon him as earRoor;' and upon : 
;ife 3, nothing can ſeparate us trons eng Fyrn 'In 


VEEwvR the petſuaſion-of 'che Angel to Faſephy/to-remane- 
Chil® ito? 189A n,; > Gm arrna Li before'the 
Wer > Oode Chong are till" ; 


give Warning, bur yy Sg ROE) = 


| Ef #3 | 

he may eſnnare us, Rev. 8.5. & 10.3,4- For certainly John had 

been enſnaved with a mock Revelation -of the Dragon from the 

airy Regions, s, his Prifon at prefent, had not the Eord Jefus cau- 

wy im, (ver. 11.) to ſeal his Thunders, and not to write 
em. 


Three Points are - obvious. in our .Text 5 1. By what occaſion 
Herod: was ſo\ſet on fire, as to:murder the. Innocent, namely, be- 
_ he thought himſelf: abuſed, though it was but+his Jea- 

$6, YL | | 

 a;Fhe Execution of thisMaſlacre: with the circumſtances; 1.Of 
| - the place, it was in Bethlehem, by Interpretation 'The 
coohrvo baſe of bread, -where our-Lotd:was born; 2. Of the 

perſons, Children of two years old and under.-: '\ 
\1 3, TheEyatgeliſt noteth the fulfilling of a Prophecy anciently 
foretold'by Jeremiah, that they might knowit was no accidental 
thing , and that Chriſt and his muſt be from their: birth perſecu- 

ted unto Bloud, before they ſhould reign in the Kingdom. 
Firſt, Herod thought himſelf mocked, not that he was ſo, but 
tharhedeetned himſelf ſo: And hence we learn, That Princes 
think-themſelves abuſed; and' that diſparagement is done to' the 
CE if men'will not execute their bloudy Defigns, and 
wrong own$ouls.' - Herod is mocked, becauſe the: wife men 
vill not relate the certainty of Chrilts Birth, 'that hemay murder 


" Him." 'And- King Sev} thinks himſelf contemned, + Saw, 22.- 7. 


becaiiſe his Footmen'would natflay'the Prieſts of the'Lord that 
Had their hand with Devid. 2: | » 

_ Secondly, in that he termeth it Mockery. Note, that the wic- 
ked can father that upon/\others, whereof. themſelvesare moſt 
" guilty:*» For the wiſe men, they meant fimply, but that they were 


W& wit the Lord,” forthough be knew that this new-born Kin: 
tc yo hore logo. yet in deſpight of G 
$ thought either'/by policy to circymyent it, or by power ta 


ance of the | (Raeaing 34 FINE 0 
the Prophets,and complaining of Cozenage,when himſelf would 
20 / 


have - 
ts 


— k\ 
E 


| Have cozened the Alighy. 3.1 Phimbria of Rome ; who .ha- + 
ving dangerouſly wounded one, the next day entered an-Aﬀian 
againſt the party grieved, becauſe head received but-part of his 
| Blade into his body, and not all. And is it nor ſtrange, when 
Pharaoh (hall call Moſes hard hearted, when 'the Wolf ſhall ac- 
cuſe the Lamb, and the Serpent ſay the Dove is too ſubtil, agd 
| Herod exclaim upon the wife men for Mockery, when himſelf 
nouriſhed ſofoul a vice againſt the higheſt ? * He. was wroth, but 
not (imply becauſe the wiſe men returned not , but for his own 
ſottiſhneſs, that he had not ſentſome man with. them, to have ſeen 
what-was become of the Babe. But thus when Princes make 
League, and band themſclves againſt the Lord, and contribute 
towards the afflitions of his Saints, he enſhareth them - in} their 
own intentions, and infatuateth theirdevices, anddeſtroyeth the 
counſel of Achitophel, 2 Sam.17.14. Pſal.11.26. With the froward 
the Lord will deal frowardly : to infinuate that on others they 
hate, of which themſelves are guilty, hath and will.be the Drag- 
gons Logick; till:Chriſt hath chained him.up. 4 L. 
The ſecond point is the Execution of this Butchery 3 his end 
was, that if poſſible he might have the bloud of theBabe 
the multitude,, he ſpares none; and ſtories report,; that-in this 


Maflacre was flain his own Son, whereupon Aug»ſius the as 2% 


rour aid in deteſtation of his cruelty, .That he had rather be 
rods Hog than his Heir, TT. 
Do@#:1. By which we learn, that the Devil poſit the heart © 
of a Tyrant or wicked one, makes him execute any thing ti 
-ing to the .maintainance of bis Statez- though the nature of man 
abhor effuſionof  bloud, or to be checked by their own hearts; - 
for Herod knewif Chriſt were born he mult reign, yet againli his | 
conſcience he endeavours by deeeit or m_ ſupplantthe de- 
; erees.of God. Thus (Exod 8.4.) Pharaoh did ſeek tocrols the | 
. » command and purpoſe of the Lord, in the {ann £4 his- Se: 
vants, though by many immediate proots/and wonders 
ven, -he ſaw it written as it were on the walls, that the 
muſt depart z andthus Say} ſought the Life of Devi, th 


wits told by Samnel, 3 Sam.1 4 Ja the ſtrengthiof {ſreed, that | 
could riot ie Had tent the Kurigdom from him, and given it; to bis 
Neighbour. 3.99 Fort 21 | 
© Do8.2.” Secondly, obſerve hence, that when one way ſucceed» 
eth not to theſe Atheiſts,'thenithey [trait attempt another, - Pha» 
ravb at the firſt does but exa& tnore labour of the 1ſraelitesr, but 
after he deals with the Midwives, Exod. 1.15. to kill them that 


Watefto quiench them, 1s as Oyl to inflame 'them 3 eſpeci- 
whete' the Gant 
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Lomite,,/a per- 
have his Name 
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from 3'T- and© RT, 4 pus. 5. with - their poiſoned [Baits 
angle for the Lives of poorInnocents, in .whom-the. 1mage/ atd 
nature bf itheLamb dwells. Herodcan here no ſooner;mention 
a'Marder, 'but his Servants will-do'it 3 and: if che} be prepared 
for the Commander, its alſo for the Executioner. Though. his 
atbe wartanted by Authority, is it in the power of the Prince 
to bring in'a Religion againſt. God 2 Or may they do what. they 
will? / God forbid :'fuch an abſolute-power may be /when.,the 
Whore is burnt, Rev.r7. by thedivided Kingdoms of the, Ra 
Empire; and may ariſe out of the bottomleſs pit, Rev.1 es 
{lay Gods Witneſles But Jet them remember, that when 
-the Witneſſes riſe, .and Chriſt their Deliverer comes, -an&ipertfs 
out his fifth, ſixth, arid-feventh Vials, that'Bea(f and falſe:-Pro- 
. phet ſhall be cafi alive mto the Lakes Rev.19.20;2 t.:and: their 
Genereliſſimo'the Dragon chained up in the bottomleſs pit; Rep. 
 *20/4;4,5; till Chriſt hath with his new Jer«ſa/ezz reigned over 
[theKingdoms of. the -world, Dez.723.. 1f the; Prince: ſhould 
'votmand ime: to'burn theiBible,l'ought notto.doiit;z:;forathing 
28'not of God becauſe thePrince' commands it;nbutbecauſe[itits 
.of God; theretore ought he to command{it.}./ Cambyſes King .af 
Perſia; \rflarned with Inceſt, conſulted with: his wile cmenywht-r 
ither-he- may lawfully: marry bis Siſter2:5 They, anſwer; they find 
-hb ſichn[Lawto warrarit* 30burithey find anotherdaw) alt; the 
(King\of:'Perſie"'is withour all Lawy abſolpte 48) bis] own Willi..98 
were'the Arabians, and that Beaſt that is failto. arſe (Rewg,) 
[out '6f 'thebotromles) pits + Fot ag alt Lawful Pow- ig 
-er}9Gods Image; and? comes from God 3.10 alkAb- 11: GCrrilye7s 
-ſojure/AtbitratyPower;7 thafiwondy:dfichtally 1; HP 
:Gud) prefirmed' by M s for tie Dragons and: {) 1942-%79- 
' -nor from'God; who) wil: nar-giveraway tits: own2:: 1 old wy 
—— and Glory to.any Creatyre.->Ahd: thus do;Pringes 
. ots feed/theintih their humours,: nodtlibg.at whatever 
I henfeur Will haveddone'!: Andeyendoumiderable arc the; 
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\vh#t KaoPdb wait ar-their Phiniods.monthsg and-perform 
-rpbs motieuming whether the bo routed 


vant 


upon the 
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'God, which ought to be the £6 " Princes ſhould levels 
their Commandments, and by which SubjeQs ſhould ſquare their 
Obedience. For it isnot enough toſlay Amor, 2Sam.13.29- at 
Abſaloms command 3 neither Rabſhake excuſe himſelf, Iſa. 36.16. / 
for railing on the living God, though he had the Warrant of the / 
King of to doit 3 but in theſe and ſuch likefins they hazard © | 
their own Souls. Wherefore let us keep tothe ground.that' Ba-. 
laam at firſt ſtood on, Num.,24.13. Not for a houſe full -of Gold 40 : 
paſe the commandment of the Lord. 1 do not fay rebell, but obey 
not againſt the Lords command, Let Sal himſelf fall upon the | 
Prieſts, if he will have them lain, and let-us not affiſt him. Let | 
Jezabel' herſelf fit in Judgment upon. Naboth, but let not us con- 
-demnhim. We arebound todo good to the Saints of God,much 
leſs to'perſecute them.z and 'tis {aid in the Goſpel, Matth.24. 
35; 36: he tha clothes a-poor Priſoner, .clothes the Lord Jeſus. 
Now what ſhall we-fay then of him that ſtands up like Tertal/as 
(43: 24-5.) againſt Paul, to plead againſt him, and to reproach 
'bimwith-the name of a peſtilent ſeditious Fellow? For if they 
ſhall be condemned that have not' miniſtred to the needs of the 1]. 
Saints, but have been aſhamed of their bands, Luke 16: 25, ' If 
Dzoes ſhall hangin Hell for not refreſhing Lezarw# at his Gate, 
what ſhall become of: them that take the bread from Zezarw, and 
-put'Paxl into priſon, or elſe enforce Crimes againſt him to re- + _ 
tain him in bands? Judge! $23: Curſed be Meroz, bivauſe they "| 
nor ſtood in defence of his Truth. Obadiah © * 
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than} ruine, - aud would al idle to do it{ And-if he-- 
ouldinot- compaB#' ſuch i tniſchitf* at the” Edi& of Sal, 
which had a threefold force in it, Firſt, as proceeding from EI 
his Father 3 Secondly, frem his Sovereign; Thirdly,” bei & 7 
/. Joyned with the temptation _of'a Kingdom : much "RI 
| - me we'to gratifie the State' with the affliction” of 'Go 
5 Sints'3 for wemuſt rather (A&s 4,19.) obey God than Man - 
-*.* Yer diſobey hot the Prince, for his Commandment 'ſtands 
on theſe two feet, either to do'the thing, or ſuſtain the 
| puniſhment for not doing it. | Wt PONTA 
| 1 D4#:4.''Fourthly, obſerve that as ſoon as Chriſt is born, 
there istrouble-and commotion, civil and foretn wars; yet: 


o'er all that is in thee; or elſe he is 
vever born in thee. And though 
1» the 'Devil' rage; and the World 
fvelleertain-it is there'is no fuch 7 
peat this! of? Chrifts' rei 
thy Soul. It teaches peace 


P26 'm 
od' 9d Mai,” between'M 
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Whraulext e: Lion to. lodge. with 'the, Lamb. Dian) 
16: ory the 'Golpel- aboliſhed. and. Chriſt. mptdered, 
which cannot: be, . Shall Dagon yield tothe Atk;! os the 
Ark to Dagon;? 1. Szm.5.3: ' Shall the x0, Trbes go-to Jw-- 
: x Jars tothem'? - Herod loves not Chriſt, therefore 
..hemurders.the Children, ..1f . Herods,Crown capnor ſtand | 
V ak he Government of Chriſtz well may he haxhourMue- -.. 3 
Iv in his thoughts againſt bim 5 bur'it ſhall, fall ow his own 

head. For God will watch over his own Son, .and fight for 
hisown truth, and preſerve as the Apple of his own eye 

ele& and: truly redemed;. who ſhall have Chriſts Image 

inthem, and the Devilsdefaced. So aswhere the true. Pro- 

| ' teſtans Scriptural Religion, and Ju- 

Detrine Free Faſtifica ſtifitation by Chriſts imputed righte- [ 
tion in. — Loaiweg fog and -  ouſneſs alone, received by Faith, and - - 

{x ©. declared by good works to--men 

0» feet, f of pl FRO OO Spirit'z and where. this 18 

Woes; een granted by: Parliament, 


by Chrifts righteouſneſs im- 
| Pol rea h. "me Mg, by private command- 
we ment, there may the Subjedts ſtand 


art.defenſive, to ward theblow being ſmitten. | But - 
Crd notbeen eſtabliſhed by publick:; Authority,; then 
dp OTE Arms to ſet it up, though Gods real 
I ; but ſuffer for it. 
ee of he arder i it ſelf we gather, that though many 
' be flain, yetChriſt eſcapeth. And that in the eateſt per» «|» 
-ſecution, Yet Chriſts Religion ſhall never be a was 1 
| cauſe Chriſt liverh : Chri ye 009 1 tbc yet not I, b [ 
Chriſt in me, Gal.2. When I thought ſhe had 
her hands full of Bloud, 2hd had rooted out all the Lords 
i Yilbly ſcarce a Faceto be ſeen, ſo as El wa 
be left- alone, | Sa ji I18;, yet! 1 
h ſerved 7000, that ha bowed: a Knee 
to Bal) ls ſcattering? ay and (wiring 
| <a Zach.13.7. the D we —_ a" 1 
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add thati by:Chrifts wah the x he had utter} 
hich:to: deſtcuQion/; them was his ReſurreQion coaſt 
ous, 'and then: did:the Churches: of Chriſt increaſe! 
For fuch is the nature' of the G 


Earth or Hell, that ever ſtood againſt it,' hayein all Ages, 
and everſhall, be either - won by it, or ruined; by: at:4£08' 
the moreit is maligned, the broaderitſpreadeth; 
itſcemeth to be dead, then isthere moſt life mats) '! 1 205 
| Sanguine fundata, & Eccleſia: ſanguine crevit 5... |; 
Sanguine tam illa vicit, ſanguine finis erit« ,*'; - 
Fhe third point, which is the Prophecy (Jer,g1-15-J1t07” 
declare. the greatneſs of Gods mercy in the delivery of the - 
Jews, and ſheweth them that they were hke tothe Henj- 
mites or Iſraelites, that js, utterly. deſtroyed" and carried 
away 3 inſomuch that if Rachel, the Mother of Benjamin, 
could have riſen again to ſeck. for her Children, them 
have wept for want of them, but ſbe ſhould have tound 
none remaining. This does the Spirit bring in here, as a 
Butchery foretold, to the end that none-niight wonderjor! 
be offended at it. Though: the Saviour: of-the: World. 
ſhould come with Bloud, and cauſethe'loſs-of a ayltitug 
of Children, and himſelf preferved:; to-ſhew- that 
and his Goſpel is attended with great croſles | 
yea the deareſt ; and yet they that will nor- leave all for 
him, are not worthy of him, Matth. 10.37. Luke 14.28,29, 
30. Phil.3.8,9. The ſevereſt croſſes, and the lofles of the * 
. profitableſt, and ſweyreſh, and ares things attend 
Chriſt. If thou. wilt have Chriſt for thy Saviour, for thy 
Lord, for thy King, for thy-Husband, forthy allz-thou 
muſt bave himalone, he will not admit of any Corrivals at 
all, he muſt be ſole in thee and over thee; or.elſe thy Idol, 
for thy Idol and he will never brook together, he will 
flay al thy Idols, whether Cong, Luſts, Gold; Honour, bon, 
2 Ea- 


* 


X 


AY 
off; * 


|,” that the-more 18 -- 
trodden down, the higher it rifeth 3 and all: the Powers: | 


and when; 


and loſles, | 
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are, Profit, or LEAR 5 and thou 'tauſt loſs all, 
de [2.4.1 pat.22,6% Mach no. ;yea:Lafe muſt: not be! 
E hita;"; r xle:like tothe Gadariri, if ithou valueft 
win e him, | thiy Swine ſhal-faverthee in the day' 
theLord,if:they.can. 
FLaftly;though Rachel loft her Children, yet ſhe dd not: 
1oſtcherSaviou ;// Though ſome here:will rather loſe Chriſt 
thin etvlecarſed Chiltren, and theBrats of thear/own- bear- 
-ou—gdir fleſhly fro 3/dach  ſelf-lovers. are! men, that pro. 
bi "Is and hold-a badow. But you that willing]y loſe | 
-- { ' for Chriſt, tohonqur and ſave tis Truth, as:Rachel did her 
bs $7 gs ſhall at laſt have double as Chriſt promiſed, Mark 
| '* 9113 75 733v! 10:29, ZO+ and maak : ;that word Jer. 


-.0 % Ht the 31.47. where in the capital comfort 
— ed of the old, in the ies, RAG AL mpnRen* in mo 
os Ioltguimer of it5 that is, | novilſimo There: is hope in | 
F: Phang 4g thy end ;\ thats! is, Wm the Refurreti- {+ 
"IF x on * ,on-and, Kingdom of Chri(t'(he (hall 
; 1 ſee them that ate Gods Ble&, nd 
AF had'the Holy Ghoſt, not capable of dying or being lain 
Ws. more, but in full perfection and incorruption,- x Cor: 
"= #/: This being-believed, it palliatesand contemns Death, 
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endures dan, Let him rule from Sea to' Sea, and 
raAheDhrpb, Let all Kings 


from the Riv gens bf 
and rm Ws —4 him, -and all Nations ſerve him. 
O. God, letthyfavonr be:ſtiewnrto'us 5 bleſs: us and the 
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